
Noah and His Ark 
A Quick Lesson in Point of View 
 
A quick recap ​Genesis​ 6-9. 
 
6 When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and 
daughters were born to them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of 
humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 3 Then 
the Lord said, “My Spirit will not contend with[a] humans forever, for they 
are mortal[b]; their days will be a hundred and twenty years.” 
 
4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also 
afterward—when the sons of God went to the daughters of humans and 
had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 
 
5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had 
become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the 
human heart was only evil all the time. 6 The Lord regretted that he had 
made human beings on the earth, and his heart was deeply troubled. 7 
So the Lord said, “I will wipe from the face of the earth the human race I 
have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the creatures 
that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” 8 But 
Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. 
 
Noah and the Flood 
9 This is the account of Noah and his family. 
 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and 
he walked faithfully with God. 10 Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and 
Japheth. 
 
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 
God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth 
had corrupted their ways. 13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an 
end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I 

am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make yourself 
an ark of cypress[c] wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside 
and out. 15 This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred 
cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high.[d] 16 Make a roof for it, 
leaving below the roof an opening one cubit[e] high all around.[f] Put a 
door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17 I 
am going to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the 
heavens, every creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on 
earth will perish. 18 But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will 
enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with 
you. 19 You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male and 
female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two of every kind of bird, of every 
kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground 
will come to you to be kept alive. 21 You are to take every kind of food 
that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 
 
22 Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
 
7 The Lord then said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and your whole 
family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. 2 Take with 
you seven pairs of every kind of clean animal, a male and its mate, and 
one pair of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 3 and also 
seven pairs of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their various 
kinds alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will send rain 
on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe from the face of 
the earth every living creature I have made.” 
 
5 And Noah did all that the Lord commanded him. 
 
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came on the 
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earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives entered 
the ark to escape the waters of the flood. 8 Pairs of clean and unclean 
animals, of birds and of all creatures that move along the ground, 9 male 
and female, came to Noah and entered the ark, as God had commanded 
Noah. 10 And after the seven days the floodwaters came on the earth. 
 
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the 
second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, 
and the floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell on the 
earth forty days and forty nights. 
 
13 On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, 
together with his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14 
They had with them every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock 
according to their kinds, every creature that moves along the ground 
according to its kind and every bird according to its kind, everything with 
wings. 15 Pairs of all creatures that have the breath of life in them came 
to Noah and entered the ark. 16 The animals going in were male and 
female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the 
Lord shut him in. 
 
17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters 
increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The waters rose and 
increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the 
water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains 
under the entire heavens were covered. 20 The waters rose and covered 
the mountains to a depth of more than fifteen cubits.[g][h] 21 Every living 
thing that moved on land perished—birds, livestock, wild animals, all the 
creatures that swarm over the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on 
dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing 
on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals and the 
creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from the 
earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 
 
24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 
 
8 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock 

that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the earth, and the 
waters receded. 2 Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the 
heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. 3 
The water receded steadily from the earth. At the end of the hundred and 
fifty days the water had gone down, 4 and on the seventeenth day of the 
seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 The 
waters continued to recede until the tenth month, and on the first day of 
the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible. 
 
6 After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 7 and 
sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried 
up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out a dove to see if the water had 
receded from the surface of the ground. 9 But the dove could find 
nowhere to perch because there was water over all the surface of the 
earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took 
the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven 
more days and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove 
returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked 
olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 12 
He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time it 
did not return to him. 
 
13 By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, 
the water had dried up from the earth. Noah then removed the covering 
from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 14 By the 
twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry. 
 
15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Come out of the ark, you and your wife 
and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of living creature 
that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move 
along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and 
increase in number on it.” 
 
18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ 
wives. 19 All the animals and all the creatures that move along the ground 
and all the birds—everything that moves on land—came out of the ark, 
one kind after another. 

 



 
20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and, taking some of all the clean 
animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 21 The Lord 
smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never again will I curse 
the ground because of humans, even though[i] every inclination of the 
human heart is evil from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living 
creatures, as I have done. 
 
22 “As long as the earth endures, 
seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, 
summer and winter, 
day and night 
will never cease.” 
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Peter Spier’s Noah’s Ark 
 
  

 



 

The Brother 
By Robert Coover 

 
…right there right in the middle of the damn field he says he wants to put that thing together him and his buggy 
ideas and so me I says “how the hell you gonna get it down to the water?” but he just focuses me out sweepin 
the blue his eyes rollin like they do when he gets het on some lunatic notion and he says not to worry none 
about that just would I help him for God’s sake and because he don’t know how he can get it done in time 
otherwise and though you’d have to be loonier than him to say yes I says I will of course I always would crazy as my brother is I’ve done little 
else since I was born and my wife she says, “I can’t figure it out I can’t see why you always have to be babyion that old fool he ain’t never 
done nothing for you God knows and you got enough to do here fields need plowin it’s a bad enough year already my God and now that 
red-eyed brother of yours wingin around like a damn cloud and not knowin what in the world he donin building a damn boat in the country my 
God what next? you’re a damn fool I tell you” but packs me some sandwiches just the same and some sandwiches for my brother Lord knows 
his​ wife don’t have no truck with him no more says he can go starve for all she cares she’s fed up ever since the time he made her sit out on a 
hillside for three whole days rain and everything because she’s see God and she didn’t see nothing and in fact she like to die from hunger 
nothing but berries and his boys too they ain’t so bright neither but at least they come to help him out with his damn boat so it ain’t just the two 
of us thank God for ​that​ and it ain’t no goddamn fishin boat he wants to put up neither in fact it’s the biggest damn thing I ever heard of and for 
weeks ​weeks​ I’m telling you we ain’t doin nothing but cutting down pine trees and haulin them out to his field which is really pretty high up a 
hill and my God ​that’s​ work lemme tell you and my wife she sighs and says I am really crazy ​r-e-a-l-l-y​ crazy and her four months with a child 
and tryin to do my work and hers too and… 
 
…and the next day we wake up in each other’s arms and it’s rainin and ​thank God​ we say and since it’s been rainin real good we stay inside 
and do things around the place and we’re happy because the rain has come just in time and in the evening things smell green and fresh and 
delicious and it’s still rainin a little but not too hard so I decide to take a walk and I wander over by my brother’s place thinking I’ll ask him if 
he’d like to take on some pet termites to go with his collection and there by God is his wife on the boat and I don’t know if he drug her on or if 
she just finally come by herself but she ain’t sayin nothing which is damn unusual and the boys they ain’t sayin nothing neither and my brother 
he ain’t sayin nothing they’re just all standin up there on top and gazin off and I holler up at them “nice rain ain’t it?” and my brother he looks 
down at me standin there in the rain and still he don’t say nothing but he raises his hand kinda funny like and then puts it back on the rail and I 
decide not to say nothing about the termites and it’s startin to rain a little harder again so I turn away and go back home… 
 
I can see my brother’s boat is floatin and I wave at it but I don’t see nobody wave back and then I quick look out towards my own place and all 
I can see is the top of it and of a sudden I’m scared scared about my wife and I go tearin for the house swimming most all the way and cryin 
and shoutin and the rain still comin down like crazy and so now well now I’m back here on the hill again what little there is left of it and I’m 
figurin maybe I got a day left if the rain keeps comin and it don’t show no signs of stopping and I can’t see my brother’s boat no more gone just 
water and ​how​ did he know? that bastard and yet I gotta hand it to him it’s not hard to see who’s crazy around here I can’t see my house no 
more I just left my wife inside where I found her I couldn’t hardly stand to look at her the way she was… 

 



 
 
 
 
These four texts provide a clear picture of how a shift in point of view can create a variety of effects 
upon a reader. Point of view is an intentional device used by writers to elicit some sort of reaction from 
the reader and, often, can manage to rouse particular emotions from the encounter. 
 
Consider Coover’s “The Brother” compared to the children’s book illustration of the left behind animals 
by Peter Spier. Each puts a unique spin on the common story many of us learned in childhood, and 
each stirs a separate and powerful response.  
 
Look also at the third person point of view from the Genesis retelling as it falls against the Cosby 
version told from Noah’s point of view. 
 
As you encounter texts of any sort, it might be worth noting what lens the story or argument is being 
told through. This can make a world of difference in its message and its impact. 

 


